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40TH CONGRESS, } SENATE. { Ex. Doc.
2d Session. No. 53.

LETTER

OF

THE GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,

COMMUNICATING,

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of December 5, 1867, a statement
of the wumber of white and colored roters resistered in eacl of the States
subyect o the reconstruction acts of Congress, with other statistics relative to
the same subject.

MAY 13 I=6s, — Referred to the Conmittee on Military Affuirs and the Militin and ordered
to be priuted.

HEADQUARTER: AMy oF THE Usitep STATES,
"‘rasﬁéﬂgfm.r, D. C, ..;urfy 7, 18GS8,.
Stk I have the honor 1o acknowledge the receipt of Senate resolution of
date December 5, 1367, calling upon me for a statement of the number of white
and colored voters registered in each of the States subject to the reconstruction
acts of Congress, the number of white and colored voters vating for and againgt
the calling of a convention, the wumber of white and colored voters who failed
to vote vither for or against the calling of a convention, and, as far as practica-
ble, the number of white and eolored persons disfranchised and rendered incom-
prient IJ_}' the reconstruction acts to vote for il t:uuv:-utiun, and lh(: number of
white persons entitled to be registered but who did not apply for registration.
Not having the facts hecessary to enable me to furnish the statement required,
I referred the resolation to the several district commanders for the information
calied for <o far as related to their several districts; and in answer thereto )|
respectfuliy submit herewith their several reports.
Very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
U. 8. GRANT, General.
Hon B. F. Wang,
President United States Senate.

HeapQuarTers Figst MiLira RY 1isTRIcT,
STAT? or VIRGINIA,
Richkmond, Va., December 13, 1867.
(*ENERAL: In compliance with indorsement from the Adjutant General’s
office, dated December G, 1867, on resoition of the Scenate of the United States
adopted December 2, 1867, calling for information in reference to the number of
whits aned cotored voters 1*¢-gi~tt-l'u-¢l, number ‘.'ntillg for and :lg:lillr‘lt the c:;]]il];-’.{‘ of

4 convention, number distranchised, and number of whites who fail. d to register


Epperly - Gordon
Note
To print a hard copy, press the right button of your computer mouse to bring up the print menu.



e REGISTERED VOTEkS iy REBEL STATES.

under the reconstruction acts of Congress, I have ‘" e honor to submit the fol.
lowing report :

Reguistered.
WNBIBEB 455545 & 5mnomn » mmmahdinm e b = 2soin o SRR ceveos 120, 101
Colored Posionsommmain nmemisiecmn e A SRR € SR & SR & 105, 832
TN o it sl S MR e e & SRR AR 225, 933
Voting for a convention.
WWEBHOE - cas scosnns saane A RS R Sommisrs AR ST . 14, 835
.Ig-olared B cciciremanns 1) - S N I U [ Ny SS—— 92, 507
Total . ......... oW Y PSR S SRR e B B i i wmaes 107349
Voting against a convention.
WWhites vouuive s svan is RN @A SRR B SO PR Dol K 61, 249
. . . .. ... =PRI S . A Bl 635
RO 5565 2imminn Bl oo T e s SN (X 61, 887
Failing to vote.

FOEDIBE » o0 nn00s s Sam@s S EFVES § SRTETS ST ARRE #Twnabas Rt ---. 44,017
... R BTG . 12,687
TR cinuis S8 i e SO AR SR 56, 704

The only data from which I could form any estimate of the number of white
and colored persons disfranchised, and the number of white persons who
were entitled to be registered, but who failed to apply for registration, is the
tax list of 1867, which returne 136,444 whites and 88,183 colored male adults.
The return of whites on this tax list may, I believe, be assumed to be correct,
and indicates that the number of whites who have from any cause failed to
register is 16,343. I have no data upon which to base a reliable estimate of
the proportion of the above number who were disfranchised under the recon-
struction acts, or the number who from other causes failed to register.

The returns on the tax list, as compared with the registration rcturns, show
that 17,649 more colored persons were registered than are borne on the tax lists.
In consequence of this great disparity, and in order to ascertain whether the
tax lizts or registration returns were most nearly correct, I have, since the elec-
tion, caused an accurate census to be taken, by a board of army officers, assisted
by a committee of citizens, of the number of white and colored male adults
residing in that ward of the city of Richmond in which the disparity was
greatest, and the result proves the registration to have been very nearly correet,
and the tax list very erroneous. This result may, I think, be regarded as an
index of the correctness of registration throughout the State.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Bvt. Majy. Gen. U. S. A., Commanding.

The ApJUTANT GENERAL OF THNE ARMY,
Washington, D. C.



REGISTERED VOTERS IN REBEL STATES.

HeADpQUARTERS SECOND ML

Charleston, South Carolina,
on the 8th of December

Sir : I had the honor to receive,
resolution, passed in the Senate of the United States o
calling for a * stateme
ber of colored voters registered in each of the State
of the acts of Congress, commonly called the *re
many of the said white voters and how many of sa
cast their votes in favor of, and how many against,
provided for in the acts ; also, how many
of said colored voters in each of said States failed to
favor of or against the calling of said convention ;
practicable. the number of white persons, and also
sons, in each of said States, who were disfranchised a
said recounstruction acts to vote upon the call of sa
far as may be practicable, the number of white person
who were entitled to be registered, bu

The first inquiry is answered by th
ber of persons registered as voters in

the

the
nd

ut showing the number of white voters,
s subjcct to the operations
construction acts ;’ also, how
id colored voters so registered

~RY DISTRICT,
February 19, 1868.
last, a copy of the

7th of that month,
and also the num-

IT

n the

calling of the convention

of said white voters and how many

cast their votes either in

and, also, as far as may be

number of colored per-
rendered incompetent by

id convention ; and, also, as

s in each of said States

t failed to apply for registration.”
€ accompanying table exhibiting the num-
the second military district :

e —

Btute, White, Colored. | Aggregate,
NOFth Carolina .o.oce i icinenenee it i e s annns S 106, 721 72,932 179, 653
VORI CRPOUO o.r v o cimmcn onmsnsss b S 8 M M b e R ARSI 406, B2 80, 550 127, 432
Total......._.. O W S R G R o R e S 153,603 | 153, 482 207, 083
{ ! )

No provision was made in the orders for
calling the conventions, for diserimin
auswer to the second inquiry is in me
unoflicial information, and in remaine
The count of the ballots cast give

asure
le

the elections, upon the question of
ating as to the color of the voters, aud the
conjectural, based to some extent upon
r upon c¢stimates as to the distinetive votes.
s the following as the general result

— .

. l |
State ;'I'Grtfg;‘ E“"""‘f,f;;;:?n'i Informal. | Aggregate.
~ = S e e ST
oy | ; 93, 006 32, 961 63 126, 030
SOUth CHPOUNA ..o oo, T e - 68, 768 ; Q28 9 71, 055
TOtl. oo et . 161,774 i 35,239 | 72! 197,085

Applying the ratios determined by the distinetiv
cast in different districts, or counties of cach State,
counties, the following results,
are obtained

to t

For convension.

e votes known to have been

he remaining districts or

which are regarded as reasonable approximations,

Against convention.

State. e SRR i - e
vy = '1 ] ’ EI L T !I ! t‘i’-‘["u"ﬂ ag—
Whiie, | Cojored. I'otal, | White, Ltm_ red. | gregute.
— ! | S
North Curoling .o..oo . 31, 284 | 61,722 93,006 | 42961 ... ; 125901
TR N , 2,300 1 66, 4i% ! 65 TG4 ¢ | 71, 046

| : ' i i

Total. ... .. R o ermrem | 5,140 | 161,704 | 5,809 [.icevuca: | 197,013

!




4 REGISTERED VOTERS IN REBEL STATES.

In both States a few votes were cast by colored voters against the convention,
but the exact number is not known and is so small that it has not been considered
in this estimate.

The answer to the third inquiry is also in part conjectural, but the result as
stated below is regarded as a close approximation.

Number of registered voters who failed to vote on the question of calling con-

ventionas.
State. White. | Colored. | Total
.} ¥
SROPED AR EDI & o oo o 460 e S S e R R SRR AR e R R R el 42, 476 11, 210 53, 686
South Carolinf. oo oo i e crecrrroessconccoanscaccecmcsacccecaamen 42, 354 14,132 56, 486
g 0 84, 830 | 25,342 | 110,172

The fourth and fifth inquiries are still more difficult to answer, and the ele-
ments on which to base an estimate have been collected with difficulty and are
very meagre. 'The most important are the census returns of 1860, the tax
returns of 1867, the votes cast at the elections in 1860 and 1865, the estimated
losses by the casualties ot war during the rebellion, the result of local inqui-
ries, &ec. .

The first of these elements is the basis of the estimate that has becn made as
to the number of persons of both classes of the voting age in the district. It
is subject to acretion and losses which cannot be measured with exactness, but
by comparison with other facts it is-believed that a reasonable degree of accu-
racy has been reached. The census of 1860 gave as the male population of
North Carolina, of the age of 21 years and upwards, 138,136 whites, and 71,355
blacks. The rate of increase for the decade of 1850 and 1860 was 13.50 per
cent. for the whites, and 15.75 for the blacks Applying this ratio to the past
seven years of the present decade these pumbers would now stand as follows:
151,958 whites, and 79,221 blacks if the normal condition of peace had con-
tinued. The loss by casualties of battle and by disease, contracted in the army
during the rebellion, is stated at 30,000 whites of the age of 16 years and
upwards Of this number it may safely be assumed that 25,000 were, or, if
they had survived, would now be of the voting age, and should therefore be
deducted from the total (151,198) above given, in order to obtain the present
number of white males of 21 years and upwards. The losses of the colored
male population by the casualties of war was trifling, but it suffered serious losses
from dizease, subsequent to the close of the rebellion, and numbers escaped into
the Union lines, but the greater number of these returned to the neighborhood of
their old homes after the hostilities had ceased. The loss in this class has been
estimated at from 2,000 to 3,000 persons of 21 years and upwards. The greater
number will be taken as the proper one to be deducted.

T'he application’of these rules will give for North Carolina 126,198 whites
and 76,221 blacks, as the male population of 21 years and upwards at the time
the registration was made.

In South Carolina the male population of the corresponding ages in 1860 was
65,610 whites and 84,363 blacks, and the ratio of increase for the decade of
18501and 1860 was 5.75 per cent. for the whites, and 4.75 per cent. for the black

puiation.

The application of the same rules, and the corresponding additions and losses,
will give for South Carolina 57,874 whites and 84,667 blacks, as the male popu-

lation of that State of the age of 21 years and upwards when the registration
was made.
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Deducting from the numbers

5

given above the numbeis actually registered, we

shall have—
State f White. Colored. % Total
S—— s e e H S — R B
S R 19,477 | 3,289 23, 766
South Caroling....oooooeee ool Ll 10,992 4, 167 | 15, 109

as the number in each State, who, from all causes ;

It bas been impracticable to ascertain, by any
disfranchised by the acts of Congress,

tered, but failed to apply for registration.

were not registered.
positive data, how many were

or how many were entitled to be regis-

The rejections shown by the registration books give no definite idea of the

number disfranchised, as those onl
istration, but the conjecture based
60 per cent. for North Carolina and 75
registered as the number disfranchised

y whose cases were doubtful applied for reg-
upon inquiry gives,

as probably approximate,

per cent. for South Carolina of the non-
by the acts of Congress; the remainder

will be the number entitled to be registered, but who failed to apply for regis-

tration, and may be stated as follows :

DISFRANCHISED.
State White. | Colored. | Total.
NSRRI - . o s s i o s A R s e 11, 626 . 493 12,179
C L st 8, 244 625 8, 86Y
leaving, in—
State White. | Colored. ” Total.
NOrth Caroling.eceun oeee e oo e e e 7,791 2, 796 -. 10, 587
SOREI CRIGHIN . < . ¢ vs0mmm wimn oemmos ot oo e 2,748 3, 402 i 6, 240
entitled to be registered, but who failed to apply for registration.
RECAPITULATION.
Number of voters registered in second military district.
State. ' White. le;ored Aggregate.
, i i
North Carolina..o............... ... 106,721 72,932 179, 653
BORER CORON oo T T SR | 46,8=2 | 80,550 127, 422
Ly ACE T I e AT, ) ‘ 153,603 | 153,482 | 307,085




REGISTERED VOTERS IN REBEL STATES. 1

for South Carolina) will not be regarded as excessive, when it is observed that
the severity of the conscription was such that the white voting population of
those States has not yet received any accession from those that were exempt b

ter, and limited by the personal knowledge of the parties to whom they were
addressed, but a comparison of those answers with other data, gives a reason-
able approximation. The number of white males of 21 years and upwards, in
North Carolina in 1860, as shown by the census returns, was 138,136. The
vote cast in that year was nearly 112,000, or 20 per cent. less than the voting
population of that year; 10 per cent. l¢ss than the estimated voting population
of 1867, and 1.75 per ceunt. greater than the registered vote of that year.

The number of white males, of 21 years and upwards, in South “Carolina in
1860, as shown by the census returns, was 63,610. The vote cast in that year
was per cent. less than the voting population of that year, per cent.
less than the estimated voting population of 1867, and per cent. greater
than the registered vote of that year.

The total vote cast in North Carolina, at the gubernatorial election of 1865,
was 4,007, and in South Carolina 19,114, The first number is 42 per cent.,

The parity of ratio in these cases indicates a close relation between the data
upon which the estimates were made and the approximate correctness of the
results obtained in tables four and five.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brevet Major Gene:al, Commanding.

ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE Army,
Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS THirD MiLiTARY Disrricr,
(Bureav or CiviL AFFAIRS,)
Atlanta, Junuary 27, 1868.

The following statement embraces the most accurate information I have been
able to obtain from the records of this bureau and from reports of the superin-
tendents of registration for the three States of Georgia, Florida, and Ala ama,
composing this military district,

Some of the questions can only be answered approximately, inasmuch as
they have not been the subjects of official investigation.

GEORGIA,

Number of voters registered, (white) .. ... b wime s ¢ EHAHEE 5 2 0 esarecaie 96,333

Number of voters registered, (elored)i . .......... ... . . 17Tt 95,168

Lotal o.oiuinas  SP R & b T siEiae0 a0 mme T 191,501
Number of registered voters who cast their votes in favor of conven-

tion, {white)....... .. .. ... .. S § BRI menww G § A E S 32,000
Number of registered voters who cast their votes in favor of conven-

tion,(.enloregg ......... P 3 R « 3% S ceceeeee. 70,283

Tom]--- lllllllllll -.----i-lgonocolloﬂonnﬂti --------- 1021283




8 REGISTERED VOTERS IN REBEL STATES.

Number of registered voters who cast their votes against couventicn,

(white) .. ... ... ............ 0 e b ok i R T R 4,000
Number of registered voters who cast their votes against convention,
(color - R o S S N cecces .o 127
R
rI‘Ot'al-' ---------- 2 & % 2 e 9 e ® % 5080 000a8as .--".‘-....-‘..-.. 4J27
Number of registered voters who failed to vote, (white).......... ... 60,333
Number of registered voters who failed to vote, (_m_loredg ............ 24,758
TOtﬂ.l ----- &2 22 E0S 200008 0SS T e s e ® v® o0 Seo o scassreansn 85;091
Number of persons disfranchised and rendered iIncompetent by recon-
struction acts to vote, (white) ................... ... ... . __ 10,500
Number of persons disfranchised and rendered incompetent by recon-
struction acts to vote,(€olored)............ SRR v s e e SE e
BORE . . s.oni neomrs mivon wmssizin Gk B A o e e e e e ¥ 10,500
Number of white persons entitled to be registered, but who failed to
2pPly for registration . ... ..eveer iun vo oo oo o S PP 8,500
ALABAMA.
Number of voters registered, (white)................. cececsacecss 61295
Number of voters registered, - - - - - - cccccennnn e, 104,518
O v 5 5555 5 55 o 2 beinre I T 165,813
Number of registered voters who cast their votes in favor of a conven-
el i DT T S 18,553
Number of registered voters who cast their votes in favor of a conven-
tinn; (MIO 29 0 0 08 208 8 00 eaae ® s s o o 2 ssses ® s = o0 S 2 e 00 s 0 0nmae 71,730
OURL . o oo i s 5 wmwn 5 0008 RN 5 5m e S s i s 90,283
Number of registered voters who cast their votes against a convention,
AL . vivive s wommis iy 4 504 SR S P mrmrs wimme Bt S0 s S e e e S 5,583
WO e e 5iiims 055 Bitnm wmsm i SRR RS S e o 5,583
Number of registered voters who failed to vote, (white)............. . 37,159
Number of registered voters who failed to vote, re@ ...... cecec.s 32,788

'T'Otal ------------------------ * s csecemaae ® 8= ss0® 0 pav0peee 69,947

From a copy of the census of Alabama, very imperfectly taken in 1866, in
which five counties are not reported, it appears that the number of white male
adults, over the age of 20 years, was 108,622 ; colored adults, over the age of
20 years, §9,663.

he secretary of state ( Alabama) informs me that, in 1866, there were
110,000 white voters iu the State.

I have not been able to obtain estimates for answers to remaining questions,

as far as they coucern Alabama.
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FLORIDA.

Number of voters registered, (white) ... ... "terescsesssvessiessene 11,914
Number of voters registered, (cﬁidru%) ........ ceccectanan... cee-e 16,089
'.l‘l)t;l]-'-.'-§. ------------ L A * * 0 o0 0ataas , LI B B T IR 28'003
—

Number of registered voters who cast their votes in favor of a conven-
tion, (white).... .. _ T =S R — Bhesazeist § i . 1,220

Number of registeed voters who cast their votes in favor of a conven-
tion, (Colored FHRBES ¥ @ 0 SRR ot & W mmm s SIS 555 13,080
rl‘{jla’ ----------------------- ‘v e s e oe "e 2208 be s e s & 8 8 8 88 8 8 l 41300

Number of registered voters who cast their votes against a conveution,
I; “-llitl') ................ e e 64 s # EVUR e e * . 8 s ; *®* 2 88 oas 203
R
r-l‘{j'tl"l.l ------------------------------------- * = & o o o o8 » L 203

Number of registered voters who failed to vote, (White) . ciuiunenonen 10,491

Number of registered voters who failed to vote, (colored)y . . . . .. -.e.. 3,009

r.l‘lﬂﬂ.].. ------------ ® 2 %2 5 08 0 55 aae T ese e . s e s * 0 ®S e 00 s eae 131500
Number of persons disfranchised and rendered incompetent by recon-

giruction acts to vote, S PN T —. 350
Number of persons disfranchized and rendered Incompetent by recon-

ftruction acts to vote, (colored] chicfly for FIONY) - o onsiis s a'noe curee 200

; e ——

r.l‘ﬂfil] --------------- t-b------q-f.-q ----------- ® s s 00 s e e 550

Number of white persons catitled to be registered, but who failed to
apply for registration ., . . . cececccecnn.. 5 HE T TTITYS ---. 1,000

By command of Major General M cade : '
J.F. MELINE,

General Inspector Registration.
Brigadier General R, ¢ DRruey,
Assistant Adjutant General Third Mditary Districe,

e s e e e ity

HeapquarTers Tuigp Mitrary DistricT,
(GEORGIA, ALABAMA AxD FrLoripa,)
Atlanta, Georgia, February 10, 1868.

Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the United States, passed
December 5, 1867, referred to me for report in 8o far as the same relates to
the third military district, | have the honor to forward herewith the report of
Colonel Meline, geueral inspector of registration, containing the information
called for in the resolution,

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major General United States Army, Commanding.

ADJUTANT GENERAL U S. Army,
| Waskington, D. C.
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Yon will observe that the statement enclosed relates only to the State of
Louiziana.  As soon as the election returns are received from the State of Texas,
the information concerning that State will alzo be transmitted, and measures
will be taken to have the details eomplete, to meet the requirements of the reso-
lution ~o far as may be practicable.

In the mean time, (as soon as they can be had from the headquarters district
of Texas,) I will transmit such statistics of those ealled for in the resolution of
the Scuate as are now on file there, deduced from the registry.

Iam, general, very respectiully, your obedient servant,
WINFIELD S. IHIANCOCK,
.ﬂfajur General United States Arm Y Cumﬂtam[fﬂg.

AopserantT Gesxerat U. S, Arny,
Waslington, D. C.

Tibular statement o registration in the State of Loutsiana.

White. Black. Total.

Nuiher of per<ons registered as legal voters ..., . S - 0, 2= =4, 436 129, 65
Numier of Vvoles ciast for a convention” ... .. e W TR A e EE Sees S e 75, 03
Nuiber of Votes ¢ast u;:::inﬁl UYL s s s BETR S e S 14, 006
Nitinber of registered voters who failed to cast their

Vales fol or against 4 couvention™ ... .. .. __. e o W R RS TD o, 430
Nmber of applicants for registration who have been

r-jl'rit*ii as it*gul VOLEerst . e e teccce e B R E PP SR EIE e R G e ee ame e 2, 169

B e —— . . — = - - ———

"It s hmpractieable 1o give the numberof whitesand blacks, respectively, who voted on the question of a con-
Yertion. as the o pder of election did not specily that this sho¥l i be done,

PResistrisvion baving elosed prior to the receipt of the aet of Congreas, (seetion 5, Litter elunse, published in
Specean O r 3L War Departasent, Adjntant General’'s Offiee, () 8.V it is Bupracticable to i'ull:]ll}' with the
Fopunci ents o <aud clatise, ouly o partial list havine been hept in six of the parishies, aud no record in three

of the parishes. of the sumber of persous distrauehised.
cAud =) biauks.

HeaoQuarTers FiFrrn Muirary DistrriceT,
New Orleans, La., December 21, 1307,

Respeetfilly furwarded to the Adjutant General of the army, in compiiance with indorse-
sent upott copy of resolution of the Senate, dated December 5, 1867, calling for above state-

Ient,
WINFIELD 8. HANCOCK,
Major General United States Army, Commanding.

Heanquarrers Firrg Mivrrary Disrricr,
New Orleans, Louisiana, Aprel 18, 1568.

GENERAL: In complianee with instructions transmitted to the commanding
weneray fitth military distriet in a communication dated Adjutant General’s
Oifice, Wishington, D. C., March 10, 1568, 1 have the honor to forward here-
with a tabular statement in accordance with a resolution of the Senate of the
United Stages, dated Deccmber 17, 1567, of registration and ¢lection in the
State of I'exas.

* * * ¥ * & »

In explanation of delay in transmitting this statement, I have the honor to
ktate that on acecount of imnperfeet communications in the State of Texas and the
great di<tanee <ome of the retarns had to be conveyed, there was much delay in





